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MR. TAMBASCO: Today is October 12. My name 


is Mike Tambasco. Assigned to the World Trade 
Center Task Force. We are conducting an interview 


today into the events of September 11 at the World 


Trade Center. The time of the interview starting 

is at 1254 hours. 

Q. Our interview today is with -- 

A. Mary McMillan. I was assigned with Chief 
Grant, car 65 on 9-11. We parked our car on the West 
Side Highway. 

Q. Tf I could ask you, could you start with when 
you first heard about what was going on, when you were 
responding? 

A. Okay. We were at Division 5 on Staten 


Island. They heard the call, Joe LaBarbera, who was 


inaudible). He heard the call and the Chief was 
listening to it also. He said Mary get your coat and 
let's go. So we left. I was driving. 

We followed -- took the BOE to the tunnel and 


parked on the West Side Highway. Someone told us don't 


come any further, stay where you are, and we did. 


There were other cars behind me. We couldn't go any 


further, so we got out and walked over to the command 


post, where we met Chief McCracken. I believe that was 


M. McMILLAN 


at South End and Liberty Street. 


While I was there I was asked by Chief Grant 
to gather a list of resources. I didn't have a piece 
of paper with me, so I got it from Kathleen Zarr. I 


met her and I met also Mala Harrilal and Brian 


Pastore. I don't recall who else I seen there at that 


time. 

As I was gathering it, I was saying to Mala, 
that I'm looking up at the building and I said to her, 
this is going to fall. I said we should get out of 
here. This is going to fall. She says I know. I 
think we are in the wrong place. I tried to tell Chief 
Grant and Chief McCracken I think it's going to fall, 


but they were so busy talking among themselves, I 


didn't have a chance to tell them what I was feeling. 
I think I should have shared with everyone, 


but when I felt that way, I looked around me. I 


gathered the resources, but I'm thinking what do I do 


when this thing falls. I looked around me and I saw 
this building on my right. It had the glass bottom 
doors and I just made reference to it in case god 
forbid, anything happened, my plan would be to run 


behind that building, grab my jacket over my head and 


just stay there for a while. 
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Sure enough, after my thoughts travelled 


through my head, all I heard was run and I heard the 


sound, a sound -- I can't really describe it. It was 
an unusual sound. Then they are saying run, so I 
started to run and I looked back and I saw this white 


smoke just moving in this boiling motion towards us and 


I was like oh, my god, what's going on. I was scared, 
I was frightened and I'm running and everybody's 
running. 

Someone grabbed on to my hands. I don't know 
who it is. I was dragged, literally dragged on the 
ground. I said let me go please. Let me go. Let me 
go. So he let me go. I got up on my feet and he said 
get the fuck in here now. I went in there. I didn't 


want to go in there because I'm thinking this thing 


that's falling down is going to crash the glass that 
surrounds this building. 
So we got under there and I just broke down 


in tears, and the debris, I was covered in debris at 


that time. I ran inside and they closed the door. I 
stood by some console table. I took my helmet off and 


I said oh, my god we are going to die. We are going to 


die. I was so afraid and then they said shut up. Shut 


up. Stop saying that. 
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Then it calmed down somewhat and everybody 


started leaving the building. Now we are not making 


any friends, everybody is just trying to get out. I 


was like oh, ny god. 


MES co think they had a plan. what's 


going on with them. 


Q. You lost sight of them completely? 


A. Yes. So when I got out I walked, looking in 


the area where I left them. Because I didn't look back 
or anything. I just ran and I didn't see anyone. 
Everybody is looking for everybody. Everybody is 
covered in this white dust. You can't breathe. You 
could hardly see. You are looking for water. There 
were people out there giving you bottles of water. 

They said wash your face, wash your hands. It felt 


like something was sticking you when you washed your 


face. I guess little pieces of glass, because when I 
got home also. When I washed my face. There was 
something sticking me. Like glass in my face. 


So I got the water and I washed my face and 


my hands and I started looking for them. I walked up 


South End I believe. I was walking in the opposite 


direction now and I saw Chief McCracken approaching 


me. I said where is Chief Grant. He said oh, he is in 
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the store down the block. Just a couple of stores 
down. Just keep walking. 

So I decided to walk just to look for him and 
I looked in every building I passed. I didn't see 
him. I just saw a lot of people. I don't recall who I 


saw. I asked them if they had seen Chief Grant. 


Everybody is no, no, I didn't see him. I don't know. 
So I walked further, further back and forth, 
back where I was, further, looking around and up the 
stairs to some store above there. They says come, wash 
your face off. I said I'm fine. I'm good. Leave me 
alone. They gave me water. I took the water and says 
here, you need a mask, take a mask, they gave me a mask 
and I put that on and that helped so much. That mask 


helped me out. 


Then I walked over to going towards the 


water, becaus verybody says get towards the water. 


It's better over there. So I started to walk towards 


the water and I walked up and down looking for him. I 
said anybody seen -- I asked, because I think I seen 


everybody who I met there initially except Chief 


Grant. Then I walked around the water and I saw 


Kathleen Zarr again and she says let's go in this 


building and set up triage for anyone with asthma, 
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which she did. 
I met Captain D'Amato. I met him and he 
looked so out of it, like he wasn't there. 

Q. Dazed? 

A. Dazed. I said to him let me borrow your 
radio and I intercepted transmission asking for Chief 
Grant. I didn't know where he was and he says take 
it. I said are you okay? Didn't answer me. Just sat 
there in a daze. They did triage and the next thing 
you know we saw a boat coming in and they says get back 
in the building, because the other building was coming 
down now. This big ball of smoke overcame the building 
again and we stayed inside there and did the triage. 

We tried to make some sense of what's going on. 
Everybody is talking and confused, people with their 
children, with their dogs and their family and the 


boats started to come closer to the water. 


I don't know where I was then. But the boats 
came over. There is a place. 
QO. I think there is a little dock. 
Ai At a corner, a very corner, like a corner, 


corner, and a building is here and the water is 
circulating here. And there is a corner. People could 


walk down towards like -- 
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QO. Like a pier? 


A. Like a pier. Walk down towards it and then 


the boats were there and we directed the people to get 
on to the boats. 
Q. It was civilians, it was everybody? 


A. Civilians, people from the building, 


children, anybody who wanted to get out of there. 


After that I saw Chief McCracken again. I said did you 
see Chief Grant. He said no. I said have you seen him 
at all. He said yes, I saw him. He's down that way. 
He is okay. He is okay. I think that I was just being 
pacified at that moment, because I don't think he seen 
him, but when I met Chief Grant he told me he did see 
him one time. 

After that I saw -- who was it? I don't 


recall who it was that drove me on the gator, that 


drove us on the gator over to a much better area. W 


are getting further away from the building. 
QO. Further down south towards the ferry terminal 


and stuff? 


A. Yes, closer there. There was like a park, a 
park like area. You could sit down and you know, 
benches over there. I met the Chief, Chief Villani was 


there, then I saw Captain D'Amato over there also. We 
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were talking and I says can't anybody just ask, 
somebody just tell me what do I do to find out if he's 
okay. He says he is fine, Chief McCracken told me he 


is fine. I said Chief Villani what do I do. What do I 


do to find out. I have no phone. My phone is not 


working. I don't know what's going on. He just took 


Captain D'Amato's radio from me at that point and never 
said anything to me. 

Then they took me over to the ferry terminal 
where the command post was set up and I sat there fora 
while. I went and cleaned up in the bathroom, but I 
went back out. I went back looking. 

Q. Back north up to go looking for him again? 
A. To the same spot. But I went in and out. I 
went in and out of the streets looking and nothing. I 


did that maybe about three times from the command post 


and back there. After that I stayed there, becaus 


after receiving like numerous pages from Division 5, I 
didn't answer it, I think it was Alice, just wanting to 
know hey, are you okay. So I didn't bother. 


I settled down. I calmed down a bit and 


that's when I made the phone call to Division 5 and 


Alice told me that Chief Grant was admitted at the 


hospital and he is okay and he just wanted to know if 
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you were okay. So now they heard from me, everybody 
was fine. 


After that, I said to her, just tell Chief 


Grant I'm going to bring the car. I left a whole lot 
out. I'm going ahead of myself. 

Q. That's okay. 

A. I said tell Chief Grant stay there. I'm 
coming. That's all I said and I hung up. I had at 
some point when I walked back, one of those times I 
walked back to the area. I moved the car, it was 
filled with debris, you couldn't see anything and the 
cars were coming back and forth just covering you in 
more debris. 

I turned the car around, I put it ina 
different direction. At least I said if you see the 
car in a different direction you will know that I'm 
alive, because I'm the only one with the other key. So 
I cleaned the car out somewhat, and I drove over to 
Brooklyn. The Brooklyn Bridge? Yes, the Brooklyn 


Bridge, and I made it over and I went to Lutheran 


Hospital and I saw Chief Grant. I left the scen 
entirely. 
Q. What hospital was that? 


A. Lutheran Hospital. That was it. When that 
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debris fell and I first ran into that building, I 


didn't think that I would make it out alive. I never 
thought I would see the next day. I practically gave 


up hope, thinking that this is it, this is my destiny. 


Here I am. Take it. I'm giving it up all right now. 
That was my story. I thank god I'm here 


right now. 


Q. Another quite interesting story. There has 
been a whole lot of them. There really have been, 
yes. Is there anything else that you can think of that 
you would like to put into this? 


A. Not really. 


Q. Okay. 
A. I never even seen Mala or Frank to see how 
they are doing. I don't know even know if they are 


okay, but we didn't have any fatalities or anything. 
Ox Right. As far as I know I have been -- as 


far as I know I believe both of them are okay. 


A. Oh, you know. 

Q. Well, Frank I know, I'm pretty sure he is 
okay? 

A. And Katherine, she is home recuperating. 


MR. TAMBASCO: Right, so, but, yes, well, 


okay, Mary, thank you for the interview. This 
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interview is concluding at 1305 hours. 
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